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The Ottawa Branch meetings have started just as they left off in the 1999/2000 season, a good crowd on hand and lots of competitors for the knock-out contest. Despite being the Canadian thanksgiving weekend, we had twenty soloists play in this first knock-out contest of the year which established the "A" and "B" divisions for the remainder of our in-door season. The top five in the two divisions at the October meeting were as follows:


A Division
B Division


1.
Amos Van Die
Kris Bowden


2.
Bob Smith
Tracy Ford


3.
Ian McDonald
Stewart James


4.
Maggie Bush
Matt Fournier


5.
Taylor Donaldson
Ken Jewers

We were very privileged to have Amy Garson as our judge and recitalist for the October knock-out contest. Amy was among the first female pipers invited to play at Oban in 1976 (prior to 1976, women were not allowed to play) and in 1981, she became the first female piper to win the Silver Medal at Inverness. Between 1982 and 1986 she continued to excel, picking up third, fourth and fifth place finishes in the Gold Medal contests at Oban and Inverness. In 1988 she was the overall champion at Fairhill and was invited to play in the prestigious Grant's Championship. It was a lifetime of accomplishments at a very early age. So it was indeed an honour having Amy open our 2000/2001 season.

The remainder of the schedule for the Ottawa Branch 2000/2001 Season

04 November 2000
knock-out
B Division
4 parts of 6/8 March (one or two tunes)

judge:  Hugh Goldie

A Division
4 parted 2/4 March

02 December 2000
knock-out
B Division only
4 parts of 2/4 March (one or two tunes)

06 January 2001
knock-out
A Division only
4 parted strathspey/4 parted reel


03 February 2001
knock-out
B Division
2 parted March/2 parted Strathspey/2 parted Reel



A Division
slow air/4 parted jig

03 March 2001
Final Knock-Out
B Division
medley own choice, 3-5 minutes



A Division
medley own choice, 4-6 minutes

07 April 2001
Ottawa Branch Open Solo Contest

05 May 2001
Winchester In-Door Games

All the knock-out contests will be held starting at 8:00 pm at the Walkey Road Armouries, 2100 Walkley Road, between St. Laurent Blvd and Conroy Ave (the Armouries are on the south side of Walkley Ave, right beside the Walkley Bowling Centre parking lot).  *** NOTE:  do not park in the reserved parking spots, the Armouries are a 24/7 facility ***
Motions for the 11 Nov 00 PPBSO AGM approved at the October meeting of the Ottawa Branch:

1.
There are not currently any rules, regulations, nor guidelines which would assist a pipe band in determining which grade in which it should compete. The following motion is therefore recommended:


General Motion
That the Music Board develop and publish evaluation criteria and guidelines for the determination of the grading of pipe bands under PPBSO jurisdiction.

2.
To address those Ontario pipe bands which wish to compete in Grade 5 in highland games competed outside the jurisdiction of the PPBSO, it is recommended that the following be added to Part D, Rules Governing Pipe Band Competitions:

D-1.3
Grade Structure:  Pipe bands shall be divided into the following grades:


a.
Grade 1;


b.
Grade 2;


c.
Grade 3;


d.
Grade 4; and


e.
Grade 5 (for those pipe bands wishing to play Grade 5 contests outside the jurisdiction of the PPBSO, only).

3.
There is currently insufficient time from the receipt of band rosters to the start of the competition season to determine the correct grading of pipe bands. To give the Music Board enough time in which to make their judgement, the following change to D-1.2 is recommended (the remainder of D-1.2 would remain the same):


D-1.2
Receipt of Memberships and Rosters:  Band rosters must be received by 01 February of each year…  

4.
There is no article in Part D Rules Governing Pipe Band Competitions which covers Grading and Upgrading of Pipe Bands. The following new entry is recommended:


D-1.4
Pipe Band Grading


D-1.4.1
  Grading.  Based on the pipe band rosters received in accordance with D-1.2, the Executive, as advised by the Music Board, shall notify any pipe band which is deemed to be improperly graded by 01 April of that year. The pipe band will be allowed four weeks to submit opposing arguments in writing to the Executive. A final decision shall be provided in writing by the Executive to the pipe band in question by 01 June of that year.


D-1.4.2
Pipe Bands from Other Jurisdictions.  Pipe Bands from other jurisdictions shall play in the same grades in which they play in their own jurisdiction.

Future Events:
Simon Fraser University (SFU) Pipe Band Concert on Friday 12 January 2001


Albany, New York, hosted by the Schenectady Pipe Band


Workshops Saturday 13 January and Sunday 14 January at Sage Junior College


Contact: David Haughey (518) 399-1583

For Sale:
1 man's day jacket size 36/38, new ghillie brogues size 8 1/2


Lawries 75 yr old ivory mounts, Lawries 65 yr old silver plated furrels and slides


1 set manufacturer unknown blackwood full imitation ivory mount (25-30 yr old)


contact Jack Yourt at (613) 774-3622

***  new PPBSO web-site  >>>>>>   www. ppbso. org  ***
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