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2009/2010 Ottawa Branch Knock-Out Finals….. Tremendous Success!!!
What a fantastic way to end the 2009/2010 Ottawa Branch knock-outs….  with the largest turnout in the history of the Branch for one of these meetings.  With almost 130 people through the door to witness this year’s finals, another knock-out season has come to a conclusion.  The overflow house enjoyed some very exciting piping and drumming, with each of the competitors playing a medley of their own choice.  The tunes were extremely varied and befitting the final night of this competition, the playing at a very high standard.  Many thanks to all the competitors who played throughout the year, hopefully you enjoyed the experience as much as those who were able to watch and listen.  Our thanks to Ed Bush and Robert Waugh for adjudicating this year’s finals.  Following the contests, everyone was treated to a wonderful performance by the Air Command Pipes and Drums under the new leadership of Drum Instructor (MWO) Doug Craft and Pipe Major Katie Buckland.  They will be a welcome addition to the Grade 3 circle this coming year.

The winners of each of the Divisions for 2008/2009 were as follows:


“A” Division Piping
“B” Division Piping
“C” Division Piping
“B” Division Drumming


Ross Davison
Liam Melville
Adam Campbell
Bill Creber


Ottawa Folklore Trophy
“B” Division Certificate
Ottawa Robert Burns Club Trophy
Ottawa Branch Drumming Trophy
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OTTAWA BRANCH ELECTION RESULTS for 2009/2010
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The Ottawa Branch AGM was held 06 March 2010 with election results as follows:
President:  Ross Davison
Vice-President(1):  Lionel Tupman
Secretary:  Emily-Kate MacLellan

Vice-President(2):  William Jacob Ridley
Treasurer:  John Wright
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Ottawa Branch Open Solo Piping Contest

SATURDAY 27 MARCH 2010 (see Page 3 for all the details)
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Alasdair Gillies Workshop

SATURDAY 27 MARCH 2010 (see Page 4 for all the details)
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Future Ottawa Branch Dates

17 April 2010
Smiths Fall Spring Fling

08 May 2010
Ottawa Branch In-Door Highland Games (Kemptville)

29 May 2010
Kingston Celtfest Highland Games

31 July - 01 August  2009
Glengarry Highland Games, Maxville

22 August  2009
North Lanark Highland Games, Almonte
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Ottawa Branch Workshop with Alasdair Gillies
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Saturday 27 March 2010
Place:  tbd
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Registration starts at 12:00 pm.
Sessions begin at 12:30 pm.
Admission:  $20.00
Pipe Major Alasdair Gillies served 17 years as piper and Pipe Major with the Queen’s Own Highlanders.  He has had an astounding number of successes at piping competitions, winning more Highland bagpiping championships than anyone in recent history.  He won the Inverness Former Winners MSR eleven times between 1986 to 2005.  In 2002, he won the Glenfiddich Championship MSR for the sixth time.  Readers of Piper & Drummer magazine named Alasdair as the best piper of the 20th century.  Alasdair is also in demand as a teacher and piping competition judge.  For more than twelve years, he was director of the piping program at Carnegie Mellon University in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  He is also a member of the Spirit of Scotland, an all star Grade 1 pipe band comprised of the world’s top solo players for competing at the 2008 World Pipe Band Championships.  For more information on this world champion piper, go to http://alasdairgillies.com/bio.htm .
You won't want to miss this afternoon of excellence.  Put it on your calendar now!!
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OTTAWA BRANCH ELECTION RESULTS for 2009/2010
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The Ottawa Branch AGM was held 06 March 2010 with election results as follows:
President:  Ross Davison
Vice-President(1):  Lionel Tupman
Secretary:  Emily-Kate MacLellan


Vice-President(2):  William Jacob Ridley
Treasurer:  John Wright
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Events
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5th Annual Smiths Falls Spring Fling Indoor Pipe and Drum Contest

The Smiths Falls Gordon Pipe Band are pleased to announce the return of the Smiths Falls Spring Fling Pipe and Drum Contest on Saturday 17 April 2010 at the Smiths Falls District Collegiate Institute.  We have the same venue and will run the same contests as last year.  Bands: Grade 3 to Grade 5;  Solos: Grade 3 to Grade 5;  Open, Practice Chanter, Practice Pad, Adult Novice Pipes;  Open Drum Corps;  Open Hornpipe/Jig Trio.
Cash prizes for top three bands in each Grade.  Trophy for 1st place band and 1st place open drum corps.
Medals for top three solos in each contest.  Medals for top three open hornpipe/jig trios.

Again we have on-line registration for band and solo.  Please register your band as soon as possible and note the number of band members so that we can reserve an appropriately sized warm up room for you.
The judges will be: Brian Williamson, Jack Coghill Jr, Robert Waugh.

Details are available at www.gordonpipeband.com/spring_fling.htm
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Pipefest 2010
We wanted to share the exciting news with you all that our band will be involved in the planning and execution of Pipefest 2010 in Ottawa next August.  This is a wonderful charity march, and a global piping event which will involve bands people from all over the world!  We will have information on the Sons of Scotland Pipe Band site at www.sospb.com as we get into the planning stages, and there is info on the Pipefest site at www.pipefest.com .  Sons of Scotland Pipe Band.

2009 National Tartan Day Celebration
On Sunday 04 April 2010 the Sons of Scotland Pipe Band will host the National Tartan Day Celebration at 12 noon on Parliament Hill, Ottawa.  All tartans are welcome.  There will be speeches, highland and step dancing demonstrations and a massed band with an invitation to all area pipers and drummers.  There will be an after-party at D'arcy McGee's Irish Pub.  All information on the event is available on the Sons of Scotland band site at www.sospb.com.


For Sale

Bagpipes for Sale
1.  Set of Hardie bagpipes (early 1980's); half-mounted imitation ivory with nickel furrells; original pipe chanter with Elliott pipe reed; MG drone reeds; cords, cover and case; choice of pipe bag.

2.  Set of Robertson bagpipes (1920's); wood-mounted projection mounts with nickel furrells; casein ring caps; recently refurbished; MG drone reeds; Gibson pipe chanter with Elliott reed; cords, cover and case; choice of pipe bag.

3.  Set of Grainger bagpipes (early 1970's); half-mounted imitation ivory with nickel furrells; polypenco drone stocks with nickel furrells; Dunbar pipe chanter with Elliott reed; MG drone reeds; cords, cover and case; choice of pipe bag.

4.  Set of Robertson bagpipes (1930's); button-mounted projection mounts with nickel furrells; polypenco drone stocks with imitation ivory furrells; polypenco pipe chanter with Elliott reed; Henderson drone reeds with carbon-fibre tongues; cords, cover and case; L & M hide bag.

5.  Set of Sinclair bagpipes, full-mounted unicorn ivory (imitation); MG drone reeds; wood Naill solo chanter with MacLellan chanter reed; cords, cover and leather case; L & M hide bag or Canmore bag supplied.

Prices available upon request.  Contact Jack Yourt at Ph/Fx: 613.774.3622 or Email: jcyourt@gmail.com
**************************************************************************************************

Air Command Pipes and Drums ….  Saturday 07 March 2009


**************************************************************************************************


JACK YOURT RETIRES AFTER 23 YEARS AS O.B. TREASURER
After eleven years as the President of the Ottawa Branch (and two years prior to that as a Vice President) Graeme Ogilvie has stepped down due to a significant increase in his time commitments with his day job at L-3 Communications, the participation of the RCMP Pipes and Drums in four Tattoos through 2009, and the workload associated with his assistance in the development of a national program for the seven RCMP Pipe Bands across the country.  Although Graeme felt he could no longer commit to the requirements of serving in an “official” capacity on the Branch executive, we’re happy to report that he has agreed to continue with the newsletter until a replacement is found and he’ll also make himself available to be involved in the running of some of our local summer highland games.  The Ottawa Branch has flourished over the past decade under Graeme’s leadership and he leaves it in tremendous shape.  We wish him well in his well deserved “retirement”.

Photo courtesy Derek Smith


OTTAWA BRANCH OPEN SOLO PIPING CONTEST

Army Officers’ Mess, 149 Somerset Street West, Ottawa, Ontario (see map below left)

Saturday 28 March 2009

Judge:  Ken Eller

Tune Requirements:  March, Strathspey, Reel of the competitors' choice.


Registration 7:00 to 7:30 pm (no entry fee).  First Piper to Play at 8:00 pm.
Prizes:

1st   $500 and the Glengarry Trophy

2nd   $300

3rd   $200

4th   $100

All remaining competitors in the top ten

will receive a minimum $25 gift certificate

courtesy one of Ottawa’s local pubs.

General Admission just $10.00.

Smiths Falls Spring Fling Indoor Competition – Hosted by Smiths Falls Gordon Pipe Band

Saturday 25 April 2009  (Smiths Falls Collegiate High School, 229 Percy Street, Smiths Falls)

Morning Program:  Solo piping and drumming starts at 8:30 am.

Afternoon Program:  Band competitions start at 1:00 pm  (Grades 5, 4 and 3 medleys as per PPBSO rules)

Other Events – Novice, Junior and Intermediate Piob, Adult Novice (over 40 & never competed at Grade 5 or above), Hornpipe/Jig Trio (4 parts each tune, 2 pipes, 1 side), and Drummers Salute (minimum 2 sides plus one other percussion, eg. side, tenor, bass….  2:30 to 5:00 minutes)
Cash prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd in band competitions.

Judges:  Brian Williamson, Jack Coghill Jr, Robert Waugh.

Our on-line registration is available at: www.gordonpipeband.com
NOTES:  Luncheon available.  Free parking.  For further information please call:  613-264-1507 or 613-283-7247 or contact:  brooke@squarepeg.ca
This event is run is a style similar to the Winchester Indoor Games, $5 at the door (children under 7 free), competitor or spectator, no entry fees for band or solo competitions..  A classroom will be assigned for each pre-registered band.  Competitors do not need to be members of the PPBSO, we only ask that you notify us as soon as possible of your intent to attend.  There are medals for top three places in each solo category.  Also note that this competition counts towards the Eastern Ontario Championship Supreme.


O.P.G. Kingston Celtfest     Saturday 23 May 2009

Rideau Acres, Kingston, Ontario

We are pleased to announce that we will be running the 5th annual Kingston Celtfest on 23 May 2009 at a new larger venue Rideau Acres Campground.  Please join us this year in our continued efforts to improve and expand the contest.  Support your branch event and earn Eastern Ontario Champion Supreme points!!
· Prize Money has been increased this year.

· Bands will participate in a brief closing ceremony, which will include playing several tunes at the halt.

· Celtfest will again be featuring a beer tent and fish fry.
· No admission will be charged to the event.

Timetable (tentative):


Registration
8:00 a.m.


Solo Events Commence
8:30 a.m.


Pipe Band Contests
1:00 pm (Gr5), 2:00 pm (Gr4), 3:00 pm (Gr3), 4:00 pm (Gr2)


Closing Ceremony
5:00 p.m.

Judges:


Andrew Berthoff, Michael Grey, Doug Stronach.

Directions:


Exit 401 at Highway 15, Follow Highway 15 north 1 mile to Cunningham Road, Turn left onto Cunningham Road.

Inquiries:


Scott Bell at  swb1@queensu.ca  ; 613-542-7287  or  Rob Roy Pipe Band at  www.robroypipeband.com

Entry forms also available at www.ppbso-ottawa.org .

*************************************************************************************************













































